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EPISODE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Below are sample questions that can be used to spark discussion about specific episodes in
our catalogue. This is just a small sample of what could be done!

Episodes: Cassandra Austen: Jane's Adored Sister, William and Caroline Herschel, Astronomer

Siblings, Choose Your Own Adventure: The Many Accounts of the Execution of Anne Boleyn

How important are primary sources to the study of history? Why would someone destroy a primary
source on purpose? How do historians interpret the gaps in knowledge? What happens when primary
sources don't agree? What is the most interesting thing you've learned from engaging with primary
sources? What primary sources are the most exciting to you?

Episodes: Dressing Marie Antoinette, Say 3es to the Chausemles: Fashion in the Medieval West
What can fashion tell us about the way people lived? How does the way we interpret the meanings of
historical fashion choices make you think differently about what you wear today?

Episodes: The Gold Cure, An Extraordinary Medicine Called Theriac, Evil Humors and the Common
Cold
How has the study of medicine evolved over the years? What treatments do we believe in now that

might not be considered effective in the future?

Episode: Mohenjo Daro: Living City, Mound of the Dead
What does this episode tell us about the role of language in the study of history? How do scholars learn

about a civilization they cannot fully access with textual sources?

Episode: Anne Neville and the Wars of the Roses

What does this episode tell us about the role of women in the Wars of the Roses? What can we deduce
from exploring the lack of mention of Anne Neville in the historical record? How would you set about
constructing a biography of a historically-significant person with little footprint in existing records from
the period?

Episode: Prester John
How did this episode change your understanding of mythology and mythological people? How many

people do you think believed that Prester John really lived?

Episodes: Medieval Midwives Beyond Myths, Medieval Coroners

What did you learn about medieval occupations? Are they more or less advanced than you

anticipated?
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FOOTNOTING HISTORY — DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (CONT.)

Episodes: Blue Jeans and the American Dream: The Story of Levi Strauss, Who Murdered Licoricia of

Winchester?, Rebecca Gratz: Philanthropist, Educator... Romantic Heroine?

What do these stories tell you about the Jewish experience over time? What other examples of Jewish
historical figures do you think need more attention?

Episode: Revolutionary Notre-Dame de Paris

How does it feel to learn history through the study of a single building? What other types of buildings
would have such a complex history? What stories does the building you are in currently hold? Can a
building be a primary source?

Episode: Alfred Packer, Notorious Cannibal?

What happens when we learn that someone history thought was evil might not have been? Can you
truly exonerate someone? Do you believe the developments in this case to be true, why or why not?
What other cases should be re-examined?

Episodes: Black History Collection

How many of these stories did you already know? What Black experiences depicted in this collection
surprised you? Which stories do you think should be featured more in school curriculums? Who do you
want to know more about, and why?

Episodes: Owney: Star Pup of the US Railway Mail Service, Jumbo the Elephant

How have attitudes towards the treatment of animals changed and how are they still the same? How
do you feel about animals becoming icons? What do you think about the way these animals lives'
ended? What animals do you think are as famous as Owney or Jumbo today?

Episodes: Christopher Columbus and the Book of Prophecies, The Adventure of Cabeza de Vaca

What can looking at the sources left by colonizers and the colonized tell us about their motivations,
reactions, and experiences? How did the arrival of these explorers get resisted? What would these
stories, told from the other side, look like?

Episodes: Stede Bonnet, the Gentleman Pirate, Brotherhood Under the Black Flag: Multiracial Pirate

Crews of the Early Modern Period

How do depictions of pirates in films and tv series compare to what they were really like? Were all
pirates to be feared? Could piracy ever be a positive thing for society?

Episodes: Women's History Collection

What themes tie together the experiences of the women'’s stories told here? What makes them
different? How much are their experiences influenced by geographic location, time period, race or
ethnicity? How did these women approach adversity? What were their greatest achievements? How
did the dominant views of the eras when the women lived impact how they presented themselves and
what we know about them now?
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FOOTNOTING HISTORY — DISCUSSION QUESTIONS (CONT.)

Episodes: Marlene Dietrich's Scandalous Trousers, Anna May Wong: International Star, Forgotten Icon,
Milicent Patrick and the Creature
What makes a Hollywood icon? How did women who looked, behaved, dressed, or thought outside of

the “traditional” boxes get treated?

Episode: The History of Tikka Masala

How does this episode make listeners confront the idea that what we think we know about the history
of something, may not be its actual history?

Episode: Pocahontas

How does the treatment of Pocahontas in pop culture differ from what we actually know about the
real woman? How does this episode show why it is important to consider who creates the historical
narrative?

Episodes: The Parnell Affair, King Henry | of England and the White Ship, and/or A Royal Son: Henry

the Young King. Margaret Eaton and the Petticoat Affair, Murder and the Mignonette

How can scandals or tragedies influence politics? What are some modern examples of this happening?
Episode: Mulan
How can the various incarnations of the story of Mulan help us understand changing ideas about

gender and cultural identity in China?

Episodes: The Hunchback of Notre Dame, Tadeusz KoSciuszko, Part |: International Icon, Revolutionary

Hero, Tadeusz KoSciuszko, Part Il: Life and Legend, Jeffrey Hudson: England's Forgotten Swashbuckler

What can this episode teach us about perceptions of disability?

Episodes: The Male Witch, The Origins of the Salem Witch Trials, The Witchcraft Trial of Alice Kyteler
Did you know that men were tried for witchcraft in medieval and early modern Europe? How do you

think their experiences differed from that of the women put on trial for the same reasons? What are

the differences in how witches were viewed in different eras and locations?

Episodes: Empress, Strategist... Saint? Irene of Byzantium, Warrior, Wife, and Mother: The Story of

Sichelgaita of Salerno

How do these episodes shine a light on women as leaders in the past?

Episode: From Hwaet to the Ring Shout: Lorenzo Dow Turner
What does Lorenzo Dow Turner's work tell us about the importance of understanding languages and
cultures? How can the study of the past help us work to preserve the present for the future?

Episodes: The Archdiocese of Khanbalig, The Martyrs of Thana

What do these episodes tell us about historical interactions between different religious and cultural
groups?
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